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Ganga- Yamuna doab. In shape it is roughly rectangular; its Iéngth is 72 kilometers and its
breadth is 37 kilometers. On the north it is bound by the district of Meerut, on the south by that
of Bulandshahar & Gautambudh Nagar, on the south- west by the national capital Delhi State

and on the east by the district Jyotibaphule nagar.

Ganga, Yamuna and Hindon are the main rivers flowing through the district and they are filled
with water throughout the year. Other than these there are some small rain fed rivers, prominent
among them is the Kali River. Apart from these rivers the Ganaga Canal flows through the
district and irrigation work is carried out through different branches of Canal. The Ganga canal

also caters the drinking water needs of the people of Ghaziabad as well as Delhi.
B. Area & Population :-

The total area of the district was 2590.0 sg. kms, but after the formation of the new district

Gautam budh Nagar , it becomes 1933.3 sg. kms.

According to the census report of 2001, Ghaziabad has an approximate population of 968,521. It
is assumed that males comprise 54% of the entire Ghaziabad population, whereas females

constitute around 46% of the population. Ghaziabad is said to have 69% average rate of literacy.
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In Ghaziabad male literacy is approximately 75%, whereas female literacy rate is around 63%.
According to the reports, 14% of the entire population is under the age limit of 6, in this Indian
city.

According to the latest census report, Ghaziabad within the Mahanagar has an approximate
population of 12 lakhs. On the other hand, the population of Ghaziabad district is about 30 lakhs.
It is believed that in the past decades this population growth rate has gone up by 50%. The main
reasons for this population growth in Ghaziabad are the low cost of residential flats and

apartments, quality of educational institutions, good infrastructure and higher employment rates.

2. Background and Purpose of the Visit

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights received a complaint from Mr. Tarun Gupta
of Prerna Seva Sansthan. The commission took cognizance of the matter and a letter in this
regard was sent to the Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh and copies marked to the

Principal Secretary and District Magistrate Ghaziabad. (Attached as Annexure — 1 and 2

respectively.)

The purpose of the visit was to visit Ghaziabad to discuss about complaints received of
Ghaziabad with District Magistrate Ghaziabad, regarding the death of 5 children and life of
hundreds in danger in Mahargapur Village, 250 child labors rescued from Ghaziabad and 6 girls
absconding from the Government Observation Home. The team would further discuss about

condition of Children Homes, child labor, ICDS, SIPU, CWC, JJB and other child right issues.
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3. Team Composition

A team from the Nationa Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), led by its
member Dr. Y ogesh Dube visited Ghaziabad District on the 4™ of June 2012. Dr. Dube, who is
also the Chairman, Core Committee on Child Rights in Uttar Pradesh, was accompanied by
Senior Consultant Ms. Shaista Khan, Consultant Shri Parantap Das, Inspector Shri S.C. Sharma

and two NCPCR interns (Sonakshi Shankar Dikshit and Kushagra Srivastava).

4. Schedule of the Team

The team led by Dr.

gt
(2]

Yogesh Dube, Member,

NCPCR  visited the
following Homes for
Children for the children
in need of care and
protection and children in B

conflict with law with |

District Probation Officer and NGO members.

(1) Rajkiya Samprekshan Grih Kishori, the Observation Home in Ghaziabad.

(2) Rashtriya Samaj Avam Dharmarth Seva Sansthan — Children Home running illegally.

Post the inspections Dr. Dube spearheaded two meetings.
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(1) Meeting with the NGOs working in the field of Child Rights and Education.

(2) Meeting with District Magistrate and other senior officers of the Home, Labor, WCD and
Health Departments of Ghaziabad District, to discuss about the condition of Children
Homes, review of complaint cases of District, child labor, ICDS, SIPU, CWC, JIB and

other child right issues.

5. Vist totheHomes

A. Rajkiya Samprekshan Grih (Kishori), the Observation Home in Ghaziabad

The team led by Dr. Yogesh

Dube, Member, NCPCR,

visited the Home where the
case of 6 girls absconding
had been reported. The
commission interacted with
the DPO Usha Kumari,
CWC charperson Dinesh

Kumar Sharma, the former

superintendent Zubeida Khan, current superintendent Reema Rathi, Tarun Gupta from NGO
Prerna Seva Sansthan and B.M. Arora from NGO Sneha Parivar. The former had relinquished
charge and been transferred to Kanpur but the new superintendent had yet to assume charge,

infusing a sense of chaos to the Home.
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The records were ill-kept and the Observation Home that had been relocated three times in the
recent past did not have the requisite rent agreement to remain in the premises. In keeping with

such status quo, they had on an instance been expelled from the house with all ther

paraphernalia. Yet only a temporary solution with help of police aid had been worked out.

The house intended to have the sanctioned strength of 30 children sorely lacked infrastructure
that comprised of one poorly ventilated room with two beds, 3 toilets out of which only one was
in order, one recreational room and a kitchen. The house has been sanctioned 7 staff members
out of which 4 are male. There is no teacher or vocational training nor is there any nurse or
doctor present. No rations are stocked at the observation home, and the food for the children

comes from outside.
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In the course of the discussion it was brought to light that the home that ought to be only housing
girls in conflict with law, had previously housed girls on the direction of the previous DPO
Rajeev Sharma. The former superintendent stated that the CWC had never visited the
observation home, while the DPO had only visited the observation home once on 2nd June 2012,
but on that day the new superintendent had been on leave while the person in charge in her

absence had been absent, hence she had been unable to inspect.

L o

7.3
ln

The CWC chairperson on discussion of where the children are directed to be sent showed a
marked lack of awareness of the JJ rules. Even children in need of care and protection had been

sent to the observation home.

The observation home currently houses only one girl child, who is 14 years of age. She had

played an accomplice to her brother in abduction of two girls. On conversing with the child, she
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stated that the old superintendent made her sweep and mop and wash utensils while on one
occasion the superintendent’ s daughter had made her wash clothes. She expressed her discomfort
with the superintendent peeping in when she takes a bath and of being made to wash herself by
the cold water on return from hearing (and stated she had been made to do so even in the winters
since she came to the observation home in December). She also stated to have been beaten on

occasion and deprived of her designated items.

g
=
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She alleged that her designated wardrobe had been sold off by the superintendent, while her bed-
sheets had been stolen by the female peon working there. She also claimed on an occasion the

same female peon had kicked her when she had been bending over and she had almost smashed
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her head on the floor. She stated that the male peons instead of staying at their posts remained

crowded inside the recreational room.

She also claimed that the old superintendent did not let her go on the designated dates but sent
her on the days she was not required to go and also that the police officers accompanying her
came dressed in their uniforms and not the plain clothes that they are required to wear. Moreover
she aleged that they had taken 500 rupees from the new superintendent to take her on the

designated date.

She also stated to having tried to complain to the DPO once, but allegedly the superintendent had
then warned her she would be thrashed if she said anything. She claimed to have received a

similar coaching before the commission’ s visit.

B. Rashtriya Samaj Avam Dhar marth Seva Sansthan

The commission recelved information
regarding an illegal Children Home running in

Swarngjayantipuram, Govindpuram and the

team lead by Dr. Yogesh Du sit the Home to

inspect the living conditions of the Children Home.

It was informed that though the NGO Rashtriya

Samg avam dharmarth seva sansthan in




swarnajayantipura
m,  Govinpuram
had been
registered

previously, but
was no longer on
the list of
registered NGOs

and dtill the boys

boys were housed there but only 11

were present at the moment. NCPCR Member, Dr. Y.D. Dube interacted with the children there

and got to know how they were living there.

It was observed
and noted that
their conditions
were deplorable;
the children
were made to
cook their food
and wash the

utensils.
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in the wall to keep

their things. There

were only 2 toilets = =

for 35 children and

that too were

ramshackle and dirty |

and their door was
cracked and non-
existent in places.

The boys  heads

were shaved regardless of what the opined.

Their  dormitory was
discovered to be a small
poorly ventilated room
where a huge number of
bunk beds had been
squished together with
barely any space between
them. It was found that
they had been assigned

small rectangular shelves

The person in charge remained absent throughout despite the commission’s attempts of

contacting him.
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6. Meeting with Non-Gover nmental Organizations

NCPCR Member, Dr. Y.D. Dube hosted a meeting with the NGO members. 6 NGOs were
present three inclusive of the Human Rights investigation organization, Prerna Seva Sansthan,

Bharat Puria Education, Sneha Parivar and Childline, also present at this meeting was a

representative from the newspaper Amar Ujala.

Vandana Chaudhary raised concerns over how children adoption is being mishandled aso citing
instances of when the proper procedure had not been followed and the guidelines had not been

adhered to.

Mr. B.M. Arora discussed the reasons of his NGO, Sneha Parivar, being shut down and revealed
that the previous DPO, Rajeev Sharma was more interested in making an earning than the rights
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of the children. He recounted how the pervious DPO had put undue duress on him and caused his

NGO to shut down, because he had taken up the issue of unregulated adoptions in a complaint.

Mr. Tarun Gupta from Prerna Seva Sansthan mentioned that the NCLP program is not followed
in a thorough manner. He stated that 90 complaints of child Iabor had been filed by them and
despite the guidelines laid down by the NCPCR, these children had not been rescued.
Furthermore no action had been taken by the Labor department, despite them supplicating the

Labor Department with photographic evidence.

Childline representative Swati Malik also concurred and stated that the ALC has never

prosecuted or rescued despite the complaints they made.

7. Meeting with the District officials

The NCPCR team had a meeting with all the concerned officials of the District to discuss the
child right violations and the continual complaints that had been sent. The meeting was chaired
by Dr. Yogesh Dube, member, NCPCR. It was attended by the District Magistrate Aparna
Upadhyay, City magistrate Karmendra Singh, SP city Shiv Shankar Yadav, CMO Dr. Ajai
Agarwal, ADME Ramkishan Sharma, ICDS Sandhys Suri, DPO Usha Kumari, JJ Board member
Sohan Lal, SPO A K. Vishnoi, ALC Sarjoo Ram Sharma, ALC Vandana, GM DIC Y.P. Gupta,
CWC member Ajeeta Chandra, CWC member Seema Singh, CWC member Adesh Kumar,
CWC member Mr. Singh, CWC Chairperson Dinesh Kumar Sharma. (List of Participants is

attached at Annexure - 3)
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The labor department was asked to supplicate with the data for how many rescues had been made
by them in the past 3 years. They stated that under ‘ Operation Masoom’ initiated by SP city they
had caught 118 out of which 22 fell under the act in the year 2009-10 but they did not have any
data post this. Dr. Dube expressed his dissatisfaction at the lack of actions initiated by the Labor
Department independent of the action taken by the S.P. City and his annoyance at the lack of

compilation of relevant data by the department.

The matter of inaction against a complaint made Prerna Seva Sansthan on 5th May was brought
up. It was a complaint of children doing child labor in the brick kilns and photographic evidence
had been supplied for the same. No action had been taken on the complaint and even the task
force had yet to be constituted. The labor department was instructed to expedite the process of
constituting a task force and to rectify its lack of statistics by doing a mapping and survey of

where all the possibility of child labor exists.

Further they were directed to send a copy of all complaints to the District magistrate while the

task force was directed to have regular meetings. An inspection and physical verification of all
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children and teachers under NCLP schools was also deemed necessary. A review of NGOs that
handle NCLP schools and a performance review of NGOs who have been handling this for a

long time were decreed.

The Labor department was instructed to take immediate action on those complaints of the NGOs

where both information and evidence had been provided.

When the issue of the Observation Home was raised, the D.M. stated that the Home did not lack
any infrastructure. In response to this Consultant Shri Parantap Das mentioned the observations
of the commission and stated that the Home lacked educational as well as medical facilities. The
DPO was instructed to look into the condition of the child homes and take adequate steps to
oversee their smooth running. It was directed that female staff be posted to the Observation

Home instead of male staff currently assigned.

The matter of the 6 absconded girls was raised, the commission expressed its dissatisfaction to

the report that had been relayed on spot on the matter, that:

1. Oneof the girls had run away when the door had been left open.
2. One had appropriated the key and used it to escape
3. Three had escaped through the A.C. hole that had not been properly filled.

4. One had run away while the superintendent had been el sewhere occupied

Firstly it was stated that if the girls were trying to run away the administration has to look into
the reasons for them trying to do so. Secondly, as stated by Inspector S.C. Sharma, the old
superintendent had had a similar thing happen in her care in Agra Observation Home too, where
9 girls had disappeared, 6 of them being undocumented. Such a co-incidental occurrence was
deemed to be suspicious and regaling it off as anything else was unsatisfactory.
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NCPCR Member, Dr. Y.D.
Dube directed tha a

committee comprising  of

NGO members, CWC and |
District  administration  be
formed to look into the matter
again and also to inspect the ="

children homes.

The case of the illegal home in Govindpuram was discussed. It was directed that a profile of all
children present there be made. The children had to cook, clean and wash utensils there. They
had no provision for medication and had live in pathetic conditions. It was directed that a
network that could monitor all the homes that are running should be developed, to prevent such

an instance from reoccurring.

The CWC was asked to recount the nature of cases coming before them and the number of
children they had declared fit for adoption. The CWC stated to have declared only two children
from Rampur to be fit for adoption. They were instructed to look into the complaints of

Childline with regards to unregulated adoptions.

The issue of the NGO Sneha Parivar being shut down because of complaining about unregulated
adoptions was also discussed. It was stressed that how no action or report being filed renders null

and void the purpose of any investigation.

Directives were given to deal with cases of malnutrition and also the case of the death of the 5

children on the railway tracks was taken up. A proper report on the incident was requested for,
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while it was also directed that the matter of compensation for the families and the prosecution of
the train driver will be taken up. Also the importance of barricades being set up along the railway

line was stressed upon.

The complaints against the SJIPU were aso taken up. It was stated that the police officers always
turned up in their uniforms, showing a marked lack of awareness of the JJ act. Hence it was
directed that a board of instructions and contact information of relevant personnel should be sent
to all police stations and all those under the JJ act should be fixed and duly informed of the rules
governing it. A training of police officers for the JJ act conditions was also suggested. Also, it
was stated that provisions should be made for a Specia Juvenile Police Officer to be posted in

every Police Station in Ghaziabad.

The lack of data of the children of the women in jail was discussed (particularly of those under 6
years of age). It was directed that firstly the data should be complied and then the jail should be
connected to an aganwadi so that these children get their essential nourishment. A mechanism

similar to that of Tihar jail was suggested to be adopted.

The meeting ended on the suggestive note for proposals for organizations not present in the
district being drafted. Also it was reiterated that the people who have made these catalytic

complaints should not be victimized.
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8. Recommendations

Based on the observations made during the visit by the investigating team, National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights had put forward the following recommendations to be enacted by

the concerned District Administration/ State Government:

Rajkiya Samprekshan Grih (Kishori) (For Children in Conflict with Law)

e To ensure that al the male staff present in the observation home in Ghaziabad are
transferred to some other place preferably to a place where staff is lacking.

e The female staff should replace the male staff and provisions for cook and sweeper
should be made.

e Agreement for the home in which the children are living should be completed as soon as
possible.

e Funds should be allotted for the maintenance of the observation home specially repair
work in toilets needs to be done as soon as possible.

e Strict action should be taken against the staff members who are not coming regularly to
work.

e Rations should be provided in the observation home and a stock register should be
maintained regularly. It must be noted that no child should be undernourished in these
observation homes. Stock register and other registers should be checked by the D.P.O. on

aregular basis.
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Investigation should be done in the matter of the atrocities suffered by the girl a the hand
of the Superintendent and if found guilty strict action should be taken against the
Superintendent.

Investigation of alevel no less than City Magistrate should be done against the previous
D.P.O. of Ghaziabad for his alleged involvement in the missing of children from the
observation home and if found guilty strict action should be taken against him.

Provisions should be made for medical care in the observation home and a doctor or at
least a nurse should be present 24/7 in the observation home for taking care of the child.
Also the child should be medically examined thoroughly and her medical chart should be
maintained and if any such disease is found, treatment of child should be done.

Provisions should be made for the education of the children in the observation home.
Similarly provisions should be made to ensure her a decent playtime every day.

Members of CWC should inspect these homes once in every fortnight and a report should
be submitted to the D.P.O of the same. Similarly the D.P.O. should also visit these homes
occasionally.

Ensure that the child is taken to her hearing on time and the policeman coming to take her
to the hearing should not be in uniform. Also investigation should be done against the
policeman for the alleged taking of money for taking the child for hearing.

Ensure that the staffs and officers dealing with children are trained properly in their work
and are aware about the JJ Act (2000) and other relevant Acts related to child rights.

A CBCID enquiry should be done to look into the matter of the 6 missing girls and the

report should be supplicated to the commission.
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Rashtriya Samaj Avam Dharmarth Seva Sansthan:

e Profile of each child of the above mentioned home exposed by the Commission to be
prepared. The home was exposed by the commission in which 35 children were staying at
present. Its registration has not been renewed.

o All the places where these children are kept should be inspected routinely by the district
administration and it should be seen whether the children living in these homes are in a
healthy state or not. Also it should be seen whether the place is hygienic and is fit for the
best interest of children.

e Action should be taken against all the homes or NGO’ s which are not registered and who
have held the children illegally without the proper procedure.

e All the children living in these illegal homes should be transferred to other homes or fit
institutions and if some of them need special care then it should be provided by the state
administration only.

e Make avalable specidly trained teachers for handling the differently-abled children,
particularly the mentally retarded. Effort may be made to keep the Special arrangement
for especially needy children.

e Provisions should be made for the proper nourishment of these children and the Chief
Medical Officer, Ghaziabad, should conduct medical checkup of these children.

e Members of CWC should inspect these homes once in every fortnight and a report should
be submitted to the D.P.O of the same. Similarly the D.P.O. should also visit these homes

occasionally.
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Child L abor

Labor Department, Ghaziabad should map the whole area and thorough search should be
conducted in a wide scale over the whole district for instances of child labor and
immediate rescue and rehabilitation of such children should be done. Education facility
should be provided to al the recued children under NCLP.

An action plan should be prepared to abolish child labor cases from Ghaziabad with the
help of civil societies and District Administration.

Training and Orientation of officials with regard to child rights issues on regular basis.

A monitoring committee must be formed at the district level in the entire district to
monitor child rights comprising the representative of civil society, media persons, and
local bodies' representatives, headed by the District Magistrate.

The District Magistrate as Chairperson of the Task Force will ensure a meeting once a
month where Asst./Deputy Labor Commissioner as Member Secretary will convene the
meeting. A copy of minutes of the meeting should be circulated to all members of District
Level Task force on Child Labor. A copy of minutes of the monthly meeting of District
taskforce on Child Labor should be forwarded to the State Level Core Committee,
NCPCR through Labor Commissioner.

Commission shows dissatisfaction over the non-action of the A.L.C, Ghaziabad in the
matter concerning child labors working in brick kilns and other areas of Ghaziabad
submitted by Shri Tarun Gupta, Prerna Seva Sansthan, Ghaziabad. It was directed by Dr.
Y ogesh Dube that the Department of Labor, Ghaziabad should constitute a task force to

identify each child labor as reported by the same organization and make recue and
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rehabilitation program for the same. Monitoring should be done by the District
Magistrate, Ghaziabad.

e Commission took cognizance of the matter of rescue of 250 Child Laborers as reported in
an newspaper article in Times of India published in 2009 (Attached as Annexure - 4). A
report of the same was handed over to the commission during the meeting, detailing the

rehabilitation of these children.

Education

e Mapping of drop out students should be done by the Education Department and
efforts should be made to enroll them in age appropriate classes through special
coaching under RTE Act.

e Cases of corpora punishment in schools in Ghaziabad should be reported to the
commission, and guidelines on corporal punishment in schools should be followed by
the education department, Ghaziabad.

e Distribution of Mid- Day Meal should be ensured, safe drinking water should be
made available to al the students and separate toilets for male and female should be
made available in every school.

e A detail status report of NCLP schools of the district (child-wise details from last 5
years) should be sent to NCPCR at the earliest.

e Surprise visits must be made to monitor NCLP Schools by a team headed by district

magistrate or a senior authority at district level, ensuring the participation of
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representative from civil societies and report submitted to the NCPCR within one
month.
e A monitoring committee to look into the matters related to the rights of education

should be formed by District Magistrate, Ghaziabad.

District Administration

To ensure that all the above recommendation given to the concerned authorities should be
taken on priority and implemented in given time period.

To ensure that all the children living in observation homes, NGO’ s or other places should
be healthy and proper care for their health should be taken.

To ensure that the Labor Department, Ghaziabad is doing mapping of whole district and
conduct rescue operations for reported child. An action plan should be made by the
administration and civil societies should be involved.

A team should be made consisting of officers, members of civil societies and CWC to
enquire into the matter of six girls missing from the observation home. A fresh
investigation to be conducted in this matter as the Commission expresses its
dissatisfaction with the previous report.

Inspections should be conducted by Labor Department, Ghaziabad in all the brick kilns
along with civil societies and detailed report of these surveys should be sent to the

Commission.
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e Administration should hold a meeting with the Railway Department in the matter of
construction of barricades and construction work should be done as early as possible.
Compensation to be provided to the families of children affected due to non- construction
of barricades near railway crossing.

e A Specid Juvenile Police officer should be present in every Police Station and
instructions regarding how to handle the children should be posted in every Police Station
in the whole district. A detailed report to be submitted to the Commission.

e To organize a sendgtization training program of the government officers of various
departments of the district, to deal with the issues of child.

e Police should register cases regarding missing children immediately and a copy of the
same should be provided to this Commission and to the nationa Human Rights
Commission (N.H.R.C).

e Anti-Human Trafficking Unit should provide information regarding trafficking of
children to the Commission.

e A list of pending complaints of the District Ghaziabad was handed over to District
Magistrate by Dr. Yogesh Dube, Member, NCPCR, during the meeting. (List enclosed)

An action taking report on the complaints should be submitted to the commission

Women Prisoners

e Education should be provided to the women prisoners and aso vocational training to

be given to them.
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e The children of women prisoners below six years of age should be provided basic
education.
e Nutritious food to be provided to these children and periodic health checks of these

children to be made mandatory.

The Commission solicited early implementation of the above recommendations and an Action
Taking Report from the State Government/ District Administration should be provided to the

Commission.

9. Conclusion

On probe of the commission a FIR has been lodged against the owner of the Rashtriya Samg
Avam Dharmarth Seva Sansthan. Children of that home below 10 years of age have been shifted
to Rjkiya Ba Grih (Shishu), Rampur, and children above 10 years of age have been shifted to

RajkiyaBal Grih, Meerut as per the order of the Child Welfare Committee. (Annexure —5)

A letter has been sent to the Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh and copy to District
Magistrate, Ghaziabad and al the concerned officias to take necessary action in this matter

(Annexure — 6)

Commission has also asked the District Magistrate to provide the details of the 6 missing girls
from Rakiya Samprekshan Grih Kishori and details of 35 children of Rashtriya Samaj Avam

Dharmarth Seva Sansthan who have been shifted now to Rampur and Meerut.
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Commission has instructed to the home Department, Uttar Pradesh to get enquiry done into the

matter by CBCID. (The A.D.M.’s report has been attached as Annexure — 7).

10. Press Release

NCPCR exposesillegal children’s home in Ghaziabad

Ghaziabad, June 5: On June 4, 2012 a four member team, led by Dr Yogesh Dube, visited an
Observation home in Ghaziabad on the basis of a complaint received by NCPCR which stated

that six girls are missing from the Observation Home in Ghaziabad.

After the Observation Home, the Commission paid a visit to a children’s home, run by an NGO

illegally.

The children’s Home, which was a registered organization, previoudly, is no longer in the list of

registered NGOs but still 35 boys were housed there.

Dr Dube interacted with the children there and got to know about their deplorable living

conditions.

They were made to cook their food and wash utensils. The dormitory was a small poorly-
ventilated room where a huge number of bunk beds had been kept together with barely any space
between them. They had been assigned small rectangular shelves in the wall to keep their things.
There were only 2 toilets for 35 children which were aso in dirty condition. Two of the boys

were physically disabled and one child was identified to be malnourished.

28| Page




Later, ameeting was held with the NGO members to hear out their grievances.

They raised concerns over how children adoption is being handled citing instances of how proper

procedure was not followed and the guidelines were not adhered to.

Tarun Sharma from Prerna Seva Sansthan stated that 90 complaints of child labor had been filed
by them , and despite the guidelines laid down by the NCPCR, these children had not been
rescued. No action had been taken by the Labor department, despite producing photographic

evidence.

The child rights activists aso claimed that a women trafficking gang was involved in the

disappearance of those girls.

The Commission had asked to submit areport at the earliest. The police were also directed to

trace the girls.

On March 2010, thefirst girl was reported missing from the observation home. But by February
2012, five more girls were reported missing. The girls were between 12 and 17 years old and

hailed from Meerut, Sarahanpur and Aligarh.

The Commission also discussed the issue with the district administration.

The meeting was attended by District Magistrate Aparna Upadhyay and CWC chairperson

Dinesh Kumar Sharma, among others.

The meeting was chaired by Dr Yogesh Dube, Member, NCPCR and District Magistrate

Ghaziabad.
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Following the visit, NCPCR has directed the district magistrate of Ghaziabad to constitute a five-

member committee to enquire into the missing case of six minor girlsin the last two years.

“The five-member committee will comprise of two magistrates, two members from NGOs
engaged in protection of child rights and one member from the child welfare committee of the

district,” said Dr. Y ogesh Dube, Member, NCPCR.

The District Probation Officer was instructed to make profile of each child living in that above
mentioned home run by in with the help of Child Welfare Committee and a submit a detailed

report to the Commission within a week.

The labor department of Ghaziabad, under the chairmanship of the District Magistrate,
Ghaziabad, was asked to do the mapping in the district about the child labor and submit a report

to the Commission.

The Chief Medical Officer, Ghaziabad was instructed to do regular health check-ups of each

child living in that Home.

He also instructed to constitute SIPUs in the district. He aso inquired the status of rte anti-

human trafficking unit, status of children of women prisoners and illegal adoption in the city.

Dr Dube expressed his displeasure over the fact that the district administration has failed to

rescue children from brick kilns, dhabas in spite of specific complaints.

The Commission also rejected the report of the administration regarding missing of girls.
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Iibegal NGO exposed in Ghaziabad Press Trust of India An inspection by National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has

brought 1o light an illegal children home operating in Uttar Pradesh’s Ghaziabad where 35 children, including two physically challenged, were staving in
“inhuman™ conditions, 25 4.5 Jume 07, 2002, 16:35 .
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'The children are kept in deplorable conditions and administration has no answer i

Binda Shajun P:\I'ippculln

NEW BELHE Hot on the heels
of reports shout alleged sex

ual and physical aszault of
women and children In Ha

ryana’s sholier home Apna
Ghar, the National Com-
mission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCE) car

lier this week found a group
of a5 under 18-year-ld
hoya teerified and ovie-
wurked Lwo physically
disabled nd one mulnour-
ighed - during a surprise
check at o children's home

in '[}llaﬂ-‘lmd.} The home
was being run legally.

The NCPCH team found
that the children were kept
in a deplorable condition,
and the sdministrotion had
o answer tawhere e chil-
dren had come from.

=After receiving several
complaints about the chil-
dren's home we decided to
conducted a surprise check
and foumd thal a non- v
grament organisstion 'l
registercd organisation pre-
viously and now no langer
in tha list of registered

i PLACE OF PUBLICATION

e
%hi]d rights panel discovers illegal children’s home in Ghaziabad

o where they have come from’

NEW DELHI

NGOs - was keeping these
45 under-18 boys. But what
waorried us the most was
that the authoritics had ne
answers o where  these
childresn had come from nor
ddid they have proper docu
ments for the children,”
snid NCPCH member Dr
Yogesh Tuhe who conduct-
ed the surpriss cheek at the
B,

The report sohmvitbed by
the team alse noted that
when they interacted with
the children they told the
team about their “deplori-

; D _ﬁj !{1 U?E%m"

bile living conditions”

=The children were made
10 conk their food and wash
utensils. The dormitory was
a small poorly-ventilated
room where a likge numbsr
of bunk beds had been kept
together with barely any
space betwoen them. They
bl been assigned small
rectangular shelves in the
wall to ke their things.
Thare were only two toilels
for 46 children which were
also in a dirty condition.
Two of the boys were phys-
ically dizabled and one child

was identified to be mal-
nourished,” noted Dr. Dube

The Commission has
asked the District Magist-
rate, Uhazinhad, among
other senior officials to ini-
tiste proper profiling of
children, get a stalus report
on their health, physical
and mental condition of the
children and ensure that
they are rehabilitated in a
proper manner at the carli-
wal. District Programme Of-
ficer (Ghaziabad) Usha
Kumari :E.n'lllng about the
action taken on the case

ARG
B

sk “The MNCPCR team
told us absoat the childrea’™s
home which it smid wns
housing boys illegally, We
have a record of 12 boys
from there and we are look.
ing into the matter, There is
wome confgion aboul The
oxact nuimber of child rem al
the hame and we hav al-
ready asked the govem-
ment afficial concerned to
interact with the chikdics
anvd ensuie theirwell-being
We are also looking to see i
some children are missing
from the children's l'?lml:"
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Signed By:

1. Member NCPCR, Dr. Y ogesh Dube

2. Senior Consultant, NCPCR, Ms. Shaista Khan

3. Senior Consultant, NCPCR, Shri Parantap Das

4. Inspector Shri S.C. Sharma

5. NCPCR, Intern, Kushagra Srivastava

6. NCPCR, Intern, Sonakshi Shankar Dikshit
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Months on, no sign of absconding girls
THE SIX girls who fled the  informed the Kavi Nagar
Government Observation police station aftey every
Home for Juvenile Girls i, - Incident, the girls have still
four separate incidents stilj not been traced, ?
have not been found, "We lodged police com-
The girls, who were in plaints, conducted prelimj-
the age groups of | Uhand 18 nary inquiries, and also
Years, ran off from'the facjl- apprised our directorate of
ity, which wa§ 3 opened in the incidents, but the girls
Ghaziabad's Raj Nagar areq are still untraceable. Some
at a rented accommodation .. of them even had a criminal
in April, 2009, * background," said Rajeev
Although the observation - Sharma, district probation
home staff immediately  officer (DPO), said. -~ Hte

The victim, who isastudent esofa private dance trainer,
of Class 10 at a private school  who is also friendly with the

8- in Ghaziabad, has alleged that  other accused,
{ ;B was being exploited by the five "We have lodged an FIR and
y T accused since February, when teams have heen sent to nab the
g ; he went to the attend the class- accused," Yaday said.
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LOV VERMA, IAS HIRH SR
Member Secretary GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
IS 9w SRR TRETT ST
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
S, 7§ faeei—110 001

JANPATH, NEW DELHI - 1110 001
F.NO. UP/Comp/2012/ 1> June, 2012

Chief Secretary,

Govt. of Uttar Pradesh,
Lucknow (U.P.)

(Fax No. 0522-2239283)

Sub: Tour Programme of D:. Yogesh Dube, Member, National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) - reg.
Dear Sir,

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), has
been constituted by the Ministry of Women & Child Development as a Statutory
Body of Government of India under Section 3 of the Commissions for Protection
of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 to exercise the powers conferred on and to
perform the functions assigned to it under this Act.

2 One of the functions of the Commission under Section 13(1) (j) of the
CPCR Act, 2005, is to inquire into the complaints and to take suo motto notice of
the violations/deprivations of child rights.

3. The Commission, under Section 14 of the CPCR Act, 2005, has all the
powers of a Civil Court in trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5
of 1908) and, in particular, in respect of the following matters:

a) Summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and
examining him on oath;

b) Discovery and production of any document;

c) Receiving evidence on affidavits;

d) Requisitioning any public record or copy thereof from any court or
office; and

e) Issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses or
documents;

4, Dr. Yogesh Dube, Member, NCPCR cum Chairman, Core Committee on

Child Rights, Uttar Pradesh alongwith Ms. Shaista Khan, Sr. Consultant, Shri
Parantap Das, Consultant and Inspector S € Sharma will be visiting Ghaziabad
on 4 June, 2012, to discuss about Complaints with Ghaziabad District
Magistrate, regarding death of 5 children and life of hundreds in danger in
Maharajpur village, 250 child labourers rescued from Ghaziabad, 6 girls
absconded from Government Observation Home, mismanagement in Basic
Education Department, Ghaziabad and 14 ycars old child committed suicide
after she was raped brutally.The team will further discuss about condition of
Children Homes, child labour, ICDS, SIPU, CWC, JIB and other child rights issues.

Contd....2..
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6. It may be mentioned that Dr. Yogesh Dube, Member, NCPCR, enjoys the
pay equal to that of Secretary to the Govt. of India.

Ve The State Government is requested to declare him as State Guest and
make necessary arrangements for their reception, accommodation, security,
transport, etc., as per the Member’s status during the aforementioned visit to
Ghaziabad/Mathura. It is also requested to depute a senior officer as Nodal
Officer to coordinate the visit. His/her name and Mobile number may be
communicated.

8. A confirmation in the above regard may be communicated to us by Fax
No. 011-23724026.

Yours faithfully,

m

Member Secretary

Copy for necessary action to :

il The Principal Secretary,
WCD, Government of Uttar Pradesh. (Fax No. 0522-2234767)
District Magistrate, Ghaziabad (Fax No. 0120-2828798)

District Magistrate, Mathura (U.P.) .(Fax No. 0565-2403200)
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school shut for two days

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: It's usually the
siudents who skip classes to
party This time, however, it
wis a school that suspended
classes reportedly to hold 2
party K R Mangalam Woild
School was closed for two
days to allegediy hold a wed-
ding reception at its premis-
@3 on Tuesday night.

The school informed par-
ents about the sudden holl-
days through a circular, al-
belt without citing any rea-
gon. A parent, whose son
studies at the school said,
“The circular didn't mention
any reason for not holding
zlasses for two days. But we
-amé to know from teachers
that the school premises wos
seing used for organizing the

vecding function of the own.

er's son, Alcohol was also
fraely served there ™ The par-
ant said that alcohol and to-
bacco products ars prohibit-
ed near educational institu-
tions and It was a gross vie-
lation of tha rule if tha school
allegedty arranged for drinks
inside the compound.
Another parent claimed
that even on Monday classes
‘were held only for half the day
"Exams are ing. How
can the school close just like
that? Two days wers com-
pletely wasted,” said another
parent. "'We recelved a circu-
lar stating that the school
would remain closed on Feb-
ruary 17 and 18. We didn't
aven imagine they would close
the schoal for a private func-
tion,” said another parent,
Despite repeated attempts,
school principal Meenu

Goswami and chalrperson
Yash Dev Gupta couldn't ts
contacted. The principal's call-
phone was switched off and
she was not avallable on the
school landiine either Citing
it as a violatlon, government,
however, has decided to look
into the matter

+ Chandra Bhushan Kumar,
director, directorate of edu-
catlon (DOE), said, “We have
coma to know that the schoel
was closed for two days. But
we need to look into the rea.
son behind it. T have asked the

it." Another DOE official
added, “If the school had ac-
tually closed down because of
a private function, we may
sarve the school with a show-
cause notice.”
toireporterdiimesgrova.com
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- 250 child labourers rescued

Ghaziabad: On Thureday, the
at dhabas,

Ghaziabad police “freed" 50

and arrested four persons .Jmm.mmﬂdhﬂ places,

abad police chief, Akhil Kumar.
Kumar said, “Wa see reports
e 88 g dg:ma;bwtahilﬂrcnmingmlssmg
5 to chec wark
children, We will try to find thelrmmI:'F:tm - i
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Allow minor
girl to stay
with husband:
Govtto HC

Abhinay Garg | e

New Delhi: Takinga standcon- |
trary to the Prevention of Child
Marriage Act (PCMA) 2006, the :
Centre has claimed before the :
Dalhi High Court that a minor |
girl should be allowed to stay |
with her husband even Ina :

case of underage marriage
In its arguments, the gov-

by HC. Facing rape and kid- :
the boy, who |

napping charges,

allegedly eloped with the un.
derage girl, is A8 SGTHe
one who “acted only as a hero

and as a saviour of the girl who

had placed her trust in him",

The submission comesin
response to a tongue-lashing |

the government received ear-
lier by a three-judge bench
comprising Justice Vikram-

Jeet Sen, Justice VK Shalyand |
Justiee Sanjeav Khanna for

two contradictory laws on
child marriage,

The court that will take up |
these arguments on Fridayis |

grappling with a petition filed
MINORS' MARRIAGE

by Mahadey, the father of un-

derage girl Anamika (name

changed), along with a batch |

of cases to determine whether
amarriage beiween underage |
persons can be considered ©
valid. HC's mandate is alsoto |
adjudlcate If the custody ofa
girl could be given to the hus- |

band In such a marriage and
whether the kidnapping and
rape chargas
gquashed.
Anamika Is an underage

could be |

pregnant teen due to give birth
on February 27. She got mar. |

ried to a minor boy and wish.
es to remaln with himeven as

he faces rapa charges and lan-

guishes in jail.

In its submission before |

HC, the government claims
PCMA on its own does:'t make
an underage union invalid and
leaves it to the courts to declars

50 after "establishing circum. |

stances In a eriminal trial”.
Last month, a TOI repori
had highlighted the plight of

3
i
i
i

Anamika as her case goten- !

tangled betwean conflicting
provisions af law.

~
—
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LOV VERMA, 1AS

Member Secratary GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

T gTeTw IR HReOT ST
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF GHILD RIGHTS

gy, A3 fReeh—110 um

AMPATH. NEW DELHI - 110 0
iéue No-UP- |7033r13|91f2012 13/COMP /// 955

3 J;W' k. Datel§06/2012

As you may be aware that National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)

has been constituted by the Ministry of Women and Child Development as a statutory body of
Government of India under section 3 of the Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR)
Act, 2005 to exercise the powers conferred and to perform the functions assigned to it under this
Act.

2. The Commission has taken cognizance of the matter regarding “Six girls missing from
RajkiyaSampreshanGrih (Kishori) home for children in conflict with law, Ghaziabad" and matter
was referred to Principal Secretary, Department of Women and Child Development, Govt of
Uttar Pradesh and a copy to District Magistrate, Ghaziabad vide letter dated 14/05/2012.

3. NCPCR team led by Dr. YogeshDube (Member, NCPCR and Chairman, Core Committee on
Child Rights in Uttar Pradesh), accompanied by two Senior Consultant ( Ms. Shaista Khan,
Parantap Das and Shri. S.C. Sharma, Inspector) visited Ghaziabad to do inspection of
RajkiyaSampreshanGrih (Kishori) Ghaziabad and to discuss other complaints of Ghaziabad with

District Administration on 4®June 2012.

4. The NCPCR team investigated the RajkivaSampreshanGrih (Kishori) Ghaziabad and also
exposed an illegal Children’s Home, RashtrivaSamajAvamDharmarthSevaSansthan, located in
Swamnajayantipuram, Ghaziabad. The team led by Dr. YogeshDube, Member, NCPCR held
meetings with the District administration and other officers of concerned departments and the

representatives of NGOs.

The commission is really dissatisfied with the inaction of the Department of Labor Ghaziabad
and District Probation Officer, Ghaziabad. The commission desires that stringent and punitive
action should be taken immediately against the concerned officials of the Department of Labor,

Ghaziabad and District Probation Officer Ghaziabad.

547 H#fdrer, T RAfdST, 36 wuy, @ R 110 001
5th FLOOR, CHANDERLOK BUILDING, 36 JANPATH, NEW DELHI - 110 001
BT / Tel.: 011-23724020 T/ Fax: 011-23724026
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Based on the observations made during the visit by the investigating team, National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights had put forward the following recommendations to be enacted b

the concerned District Administration’ State Government;

Rajkiva Samprakshard Grih (Kishori) (For Children in Conflict with Law)

s To ensure that all the male staff present in the observation home in Ghaziabad are
transferred o some other place preferably (o a place where staft'is lacking.

s The female staff should replace the male staft and provisions for cook and sweeper
should be made,

« Agreement for the home in which the children are living should be completec as soon as
possible,

e Funds should he allotted for the maintenance of the observation home specially repair
work in toilets needs to be done as soon as possible.

+ Sitrict action should be taken against the staflf members who are not coming regularly 1o
work.

» Rations should be provided in the observation home and a stock register should be
maintained regularly. It must be noted that no child should be undernourished in these

observation homes. Stock register and other registers should be checked by the D.P.0). on

a regular basis.

o Investigation should be done in the matter of the atrocities suffered by the girl at the hand
of the Superintendent and if found guilty strict action should be taken against the
Superintendent.

» [nvestigation of a level no less than City Magistrate should be done against the previous
D.P.O. of Ghaziabad for his alleged involvement in the missing of children from the
observation home and if found guilty strict action should be taken against him

e Provisions should be made for medical care in the observation home and a doctor or at
least a nurse should be present 24/7 in the observation home for taking care of the child.
Also the child should be medically examined thoroughly and her medieal chant should be

maintained and if any such disease is found, treatment of child should be done,
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Provisions should be made for the education of the children in the observation home.
Similarly provisions should be made to ensure her a decent playtime every day.

Members of CWC should inspect these homes once in every fortnight and a report should
be submitted to the D.P.O of the same. Similarly the D.P.O. should also visit these homes
occasionally.

Ensure that the child is taken to her hearing on time and the policeman coming to take her
to the hearing should not be in uniform. Also investigation should be done against the
policeman for the alleged taking of money for taking the child for hearing.

Ensure that the staffs and officers dealing with children are trained properly in their work

and are aware about the JJ Act (2000) and other relevant Acts related to child rights.

Rashtriya Samaj Avam Dharmarth Seva Sansthan:

Profile of each child of the above mentioned home exposed by the Commission to be
prepared. The home was exposed by the commission in which 35 children were staying at
present. [is registration has not been renewed.

All the places where these children are kept should be inspected routinely by the district
administration and it should be seen whether the children living in these homes are in a
healthy state or not. Also it should be seen whether the place is hygienic and is fit for the
best interest of children,

Action should be taken against all the homes or NGO’s which are not registered and who
have held the children illegally without the proper procedure.

All the children living in these illegal homes should be transferred to other homes or fit
institutions and if some of them need special care then it should be provided by the state
administration only,

Make available specially trained teachers for handling the differently-abled children,
particularly the mentally retarded. Effort may be made to keep the Special arrangement
for especially needy children.

Provisions should be made for the proper nourishment of these children and the Chief

Medical Officer, Ghaziabad, should conduct medical checkup of these children.
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Members of CWC should inspect these homes onee in every fortnight and a report should
be submitted to the D.P.O of the same. Similarly the D.P.O. should also visit these homes

occastonally.

Child Labor

Labor Department. Ghaziabad should map the whole area and thorough scarch should be
conducted in a wide scale over the whole district for instances of child labor and
immediate rescue and rehabilitation of such children should be done. Education facility
should be provided to all the recued children under NCLP.

An action plan should be prepared to abolish child labor cases from Ghaziahad with the
help of civil societies and District Administration.

I'raining and Orientation of officials with regard ro child rights issues on regular basis,

A monitoring committee must be formed at the district level in the entire district to
monitor child rights comprising the representative of civil society, media persons, and
local bodies” representatives, headed by the District Magistrate,

The District Magistrate as Chairperson of the Task Force will ensure a mesting once a
month where Asst./Deputy Labor Commissioner as Member Secretary will convene the
meeting. A copy of minutes of the meeting should be circulated to all members of District
Level Task force on Child Labor. A copy of minutes of the monthly meeting of District
taskforce on Child Labor should be forwarded to the State Level Core Comminee,
NCPCR through Labor Commissioner.

Commission shows dissatisfaction over the non-action of the A.L.C. Ghaziabad in the
matter concerning child labors working in brick kilns and other areas of Ghaziabad
submitted by Shri Tarun Gupta, Prerna Seva Sansthan, Ghaziabad. It was directed by Dr,
Yogesh Dube that the Department of Labor, Ghaziabad should constitute a task force to
identify cach child labor as reported by the same organization and make rebuc and
rehabilitation program for the same. Monitoring should be done by the District
Magistrate, Ghaziabad.

Commission took cognizance of the matter ol rescue of 250 Child Laborers as reported in

an newspaper article in Times of India published in 2009 (Auached as Annexure - 4). A
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* To ensure that the Labor Department, Ghaziabad is doing mapping of whole district and
conduet rescue operations for reported child. An action plan should be made by the
administration and civil societies should be involved.

* A team should be made consisting of officers, members of civi] societies and CWC to
enquire into the matter of six girls missing from the observation heme. A fresh
investigation to be conducted in this matter as the Commission expresses jls
dissatisfaction with the previous report.

* Inspections should be conducted by Labor Department, Ghaziabad in all the brick kilns
along with civil societies and detailed report of these surveys should be sent to the
Commission,

*  Administration should hold a metting with the Railway Department in the matter of
construction of barricades and construction work should be done as early as possible.
Compensation to be provided to the families of children affected due to non- construction
of barricades near railway crossing,

® A Special Juvenile Police officer should be present in every Police Station and
instructions regarding how to handle the children should be posted in every Police Station
in the whole district, A detailed report to be submitted to the Commission,

* To organize a sensitization training program of the government officers of various
departments of the district, to deal with the issues of child.

* Police should register cases regarding missing children immediately and a copy of the
same should be provided to this Commission and to the national Human Rights
Commission (MN.H.R.C).

* Anti-Human Trafficking Unit should provide information regarding trafficking of
children to the Commission.

* A list of pending complaints of the District Ghaziabad was handed over to District
Magistrate by Dr. Yogesh Dube, Member, NCPCR, during the meeting,. (List enclosed)
An action taking report on the complaints should be submitted to the commission
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report of the same was handed over w the commission during the meeting. detailing the

rehabilitation of these children.

I ducation

+  Mupping of drop out students should be done by the Education Department and
efforts should be made to enroll them in age appropriate classes through special
coaching under RTE Act.

» Cases of corporal punishment in schools in Ghaziabad should be reported to the
caommission, and guidelines on corporal punishment in schools should be followed by
the education department, Ghaziabad.

+ Distribution of Mid- Day Meal should be ensured, safe drinking water should be
made available 1o all the students and separate toilets for male and female should be
made available in every school.

e A detail status report of NCLP schools of the district (child-wise details from last 5
years) should be sent 1o NCPCR at the earliest.

»  Surprise visits must be made to monitor NCLP Schools by a team headed by district

magistrate or a senior authority at district level, ensuring the participation of

representative from civil societies and report submitied 10 the NCPCR within one
month.
« A monitoring committee to look into the matters related 1o the rights of education

should be formed by District Magistrate, Ghaziabad.

District Administration

s To ensure that all the above recommendation given to the concerned autherities should be
taken on priority and implemented in given time period.
o To ensure that all the children living in observation homes, NGO's or other places should

be healthy and proper care for their health should be taken.
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Women Prisoners

* Education should be provided to the women prisoners and also vocational training to
be given to them.

* The children of women prisoners below six years of age should be provided basic
education,

* Nutritious food to be provided to these children and periodic health checks of these

children to be made mandatory,

We, therefore, request you to please look into the above recommendations and ensure that the
same are implemented at the earliest. An Action Taken Report may be furnished to the
Commission within 15 working days frorg the receipt of this letter.

With regards
Yours sincerely,

To,

Shri Jawed Usmani, IAS

Chief Secretary

Government of Utlar Pradesh
Lucknow. Fax: (0522) - 22239283
Email: es-uttarpradesh/@nic.in
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Copy 1o Tor necessary acton:

1. Principal Secretary. Department of Women and Child development, Gov, of 1T
2. District Magistrate, Ghaziabad.
3. Labor Commuissioner. Uttar Pradesh.

4. Principal Sccretary, Department of education Government of Uttar Pradesh.
5 Seeretary, Department of Labor, Uttar Pradesh.
6. Secretary, Department of Home, Uttar Pradesh.
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